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State Health Officer Tabor requested to influence railroads to improve 
the sanitary conditions at Devine. 

Washington, D. C, May 28, 190 % 
State Health Officer Tabor, Austin, Tex. : 

Cock reports to Richardson from Devine that citizens complain of 
excavations under railroad depot and cotton platform and the lagoons 
on the railroad right of way in the town proper; that two days' work 
with the section gang could drain and level up these places. They are 
a serious menace to health. Railroad men claim their instructions are 
only to oil the tanks at the pumping stations. Will you not bring 
your influence on the railroads to have these conditions rectified^ 

Wyman. 

[Telegram.] 

Austin, Tex., May 28, 1904. 
Matter of excavations Devine referred to railroad authorities several 
days ago. 

Tabor. 

Inspection along the Mexican International Railway — Monclova, Reata, 

Allende, and JYava. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon R. N. Lane, reports, through Acting Assist- 
ant Surgeon Lea Hume, as follows: 

In obedience to your request, in your letter of the 28th ultimo, I 
proceeded on that date to visit Monclova, Reata, and any other points on 
the Mexican International Railroad that I might think necessary, and 
examined all houses infected last year with \ r ellow fever. 

I arrived at Monclova on the night of the 28th ultimo, and on the 
29th ultimo visited the town of Monclova in company with Dr. Quinn, 
the able and efficient railroad surgeon, through whose aid I was able to 
make a more thorough examination than I could otherwise have done. 
The railroad station is situated three miles from the city of Monclova, 
and around the grounds of the company, which are quite extensive, 
the Mexicans have built quite a village, and in this village the first 
cases of yellow fever developed, brought there from Monterej^, and 
from this point of infection a few cases developed in the city of 
Monclova. 

The houses in which the fever developed last fall and those sur- 
rounding have been thoroughly fumigated with sulphur, both at the 
railroad station and in the city — the second fumigation by officers of 
the superior board of health from the City of Mexico. In conver- 
sation with three physicians, members of the local board of health, I 
found that no effort is being made to put the city in a sanitary condi- 
tion, and that there is no sewerage system. The city has many small 
ditches for irrigating the gardens of the property owners, and the 
pool' people use the water from these ditches for drinking and house- 
hold purposes, while the better class of residents get water for drink- 
ing and household use from wells. I did not see any mosquitoes, but 
learned from phj'sicians and others that there were plenty of them, 
and that the Stegomyia fasciata was in great numbers, and I was 
assured by members of the board of health that every effort would 
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shortly be used to tight the mosquito, but at this time not an ounce of 
oil had been used on the stagnant water. The water supply is obtained 
from mountain streams and is very clear. Some work had been done 
in cleaning the streets and yards. The railroad grounds, on which is 
built a large hotel and the residences of the emploj'ees, are connected 
with a large sewer pipe which extends a considerable distance beyond 
the hotel and residences. I slept in the hotel with windows and doors 
open and never heard a mosquito. 

From Monclova I visited Reata, a town about 70 miles from Mon- 
clova. It is situated on a high plain, surrounded by a mountain region 
and has no water supply; it is simply a railroad station and is the 
junction of the Monterey Branch of the Mexican International Rail- 
road. It has no residents except the railroad employees. The Mexi- 
can Government established a quarantine camp at this place against 
Monterey, and one case of yellow fever was brought here from 
Monterey, and no other case developed. I returned from Keata to 
Monclova and spent a day and a night there and found that the munic- 
ipal authorities had done nothing toward the sanitation of the city. 

From Monclova I proceeded to Allende, a town of 6,000 inhabitants, 
situated 35 miles from Eagle Pass. The general condition of the town 
is good, though there are a few cases of malarial fever in the town at 
present. The town is situated on a flat plain, and is penetrated on all 
sides by irrigating ditches, which are kept full of water at all times, 
and of course there are plenty of mosquitoes. There are no sanitary 
measures of any character used at this place. 

From Allende I proceeded to Nava, a town 25 miles from Eagle 
Pass, and having a population of about 3,000 people. In this town 
there is no physician and I learned of some cases of malarial fever. 
Like Allende, this place is permeated in all directions by irrigating 
ditches, which are kept full of water all the time. 

Inspection along the Mexican Central, ahso International Railroad — 
Garcia, Icamole, Paredon, Trevino, and Reata. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ferguson reports May 18, 1901, through 
Assistant Surgeon Goldberger, as follows: 

Garcia, Icamole, and Paredon are small villages on a branch of the 
Mexican Central Railroad running out of Monterey. They are com- 
posed entirely of Mexicans, are much higher than Monterey, and have 
had very little rainfall recently. They are very dry, and sanitary con- 
ditions are good. Laredo is at the junction of this branch of the 
Mexican Central and the Mexican International railroads. No Amer- 
icans live there. Has an elevation of 3,271 feet. High and diy, and 
sanitary conditions also good there. 

Trevino is on the main line of the Mexican International Railroad, 
elevation 2,920 feet. No American families live there; is in a good 
sanitary condition, and no cases of sickness reported there at present. 
No yellow fever reported there last year. The city obtains its water 
supply from a ground tank 80 meters long, 50 meters wide, and 2 
meters deep. Could not obtain a mortuary report as there is no physi- 
cian in the village, and from all I could learn no record of deaths is 
kept. Population about 100. In Reata the conditions are about the 
same as in Trevino. Elevation, 3,080 feet; population about 80; 



